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Whal of fomorrow ?

These are the words of him who is holy and trie, who holds the ey of
Dlavid What he opens no one can shul, and what he shufs no one can open.
I know vour deeds. See | have placed befare vou an apen doar that no ane
can shut. | know that yvou have littie strength, vet vou have keot ry word and
hawve nof denied my Rame. Revelafion ch? versed

This verse has hbeen on my mind for a
number of weeks now. There are many
changes taking place at The Family Trust
some of which is detailed in the followsing
pages. YWe are  seeing numbers  of
opportunities from news schoodls, new areas
(Sittinghourne  and  Swale) and  increzsing
numbers of schools requesting Easter lessons
for the first time, plus changes in staff.
Cheguer Tree Camp spaces are filling with
staff and children at guite a fast rate.

There are unprecedented numbers of young
people coming to us to he involved as
volunteers with our work amongst children &
young people. CAST is planning a traineef
intern scheme in partnership with South West
Youth Ministries [wwaey swaamnaorguk). God s
providing wiorkers 23 sowers and we pray they
willl also harvest.

L have beew helping at three different
Kingsquads and it has been

amazing fun and wonderful to help
in God’s work in the children’s Lives.
- Jack, our newest volunteer

Thankes tp the suppertive worle of Richard Colpus wt wow are now
Epolerd inke 4 mew schppls i the SitHngkewrne area with the
possikilitys of 2 morel

Rishard has keow working with two Local churches as an assomkly _ . . _ _
Heey for the Past fow peare Buk L& wow neoviing o Gl has I ;DﬂSlder that there_are great opportunities at thls_ present time to influence
: R L : ] : i this generation of children and young people to bring them the message of
Rindly; arvanged a weding with the heads of thece cehpole op that the good news of the rizen Lord. This picture of the open door opened by
wi o comtinue the good worle he has started. W wish Richard B8 God is vivid in my mind. Yvhat should our response he? | believe it is our
and his familyy everyj blessing in their future! duty to step out in faith through the door and actually engage with children
and woung people. This is not just the worl for Family Trust teams, but for
ewery Christian in our churches . If our investment is nothing, we can
. anticipate an egqual return to our churches which will steadily decline.
0ld Schaol House - 4 Buckland Road - Maidstone - Kent- ME16 0SL: 01622 687074 $tove Kuowées - Exacidive Diractor for Famiby Trast aud CAST
Trustees: Tany Hillier, Sue Hillier, Eddie Donaldson Drirector: Steve Knowles The 014 School House - 4 Buckland Road - Mgidstone - Kert - ME1G D51 01622 627074




Amabelle says, "The last 15 years have been the most exciting
and fulfilling of my working life, T know God had prepared this in
advance and am so often amazed at how He uses my life

experiences o teach and encourage.

There have been many changes and developments in the Family
Trust during this time but I believe God has kept us on the right
path. Children and young people need to hear the Gospel and be
informed about Christianity. Where better to do this than in
school? They will not necessarily come to the church, the church
must go to them! If we don't tell them, who will? What a privilege
to be the voice of truthl

Moving on to a new challenge, fo be able to share these experiences
and develop the work of "Splash” is a new and challenging chapter in

Mike Haslam

We welcome Mike Haslam to The Family Trust team.
Mike is married with two grown up children. He lives in
Gillingham with Wendy his wife and is an active
member af St hMark's church warking far many years
with children and young people.

Mike's past career has taken him from a being an
analytical chemist for a paint company to his most
recent post teaching in a primary school at 5t Mary's
lzland.

Wike says: 'For some time Wendy & | have felt that
Gad might be wanting me to move away fram
teaching. | rewrote my G and was about to write a job
description of what | enjoy doing and then stumbled on
the vacancy onthe Family Trust website'

Mike is a 'Scouser’ and an Everton supporter so
=andra now has a ready made pall

&

my lifel"

Richard will stay on with the Family Trust until

after CTC, by which time they should have moved!
Semi-retirement beckons although he is sure there are plans
for him to continue serving God, there is life in the old dog yet!!

On Tuesday 16th March ©CAST H

delivered a conference ecalled =I Il: L==
‘Engage’ at St Luke's Church, Fhe morference
Maidstone exploring how The Church
can engage proactively with if's local
communities through the
Governments Extended Services
agenda.

Ve drew together

contributors: Gill Marchant {from
Scripture Union, National), Matthew Mallet (Extended Schools co-ordinator from Kent
County Council) and Dave Batker (minister at Cheriton Baptist Church) whose church
is fully engaged with pra ctitioning in this area - to provide opportunities fur lea ders and
lay people to understand, he encouraged and to engage | : - gl
in dialegue around how their churches might grasp this |
opporunity.

Ve're pleased to report that 24 people attended,
representing 20 different churches and Christian
organisations locally and we have already received |
really positive feedback as people have begun to|
explore how this might affect their church’s work
locally. Dizcussion rages st the conferencel




Sandra and Debra were privileged to attend a children and youth
leaders retreat at The Oasts in Northiam, run by the Diocese. We met
amazing people whose hearts were on fire for spreading the Word of

God. We ate delicious meals and enjoyed fellowship with a variety

of characters, both young and a little older! The countryside was
stunning: we were able to explore the nearby farms and fields
before the six inches of snow arrived!

With teaching from the author Ruth Hassle and encouragement from
Rob Dilingham, we felt not only refreshed but able to view our
futures at The Family Trust with a new excitement and vision.
When Rob Dilingham spoke about Joshua's mission he also gave
each of us a word from God. Sandra was told she was a jewel, ready
to shine God'’s light (everyone who's ever met her will nod in
agreement that she's already doing thatl) Debra was told fo go on
armed for the fight. So now we're both ready to do battle against
the evil one; to bring more children to God and to lead our army
forward to new ventures.

Retreat?2 Never! The Family Trust will march on, just like Joshua. Watch
those Jericho walls falll

Times they are 3 changing! We are sying qoodbye to Annakbelle
3t Egster gnd Richard 3 little Igter!

How it begqan:.-

Richard, hught modemn languages at Cornwallis for 17 years. God had
other plans and he joined the Family Trust in 1992 a3 an associate ahd
became full time on 1% June 1994, Richard ays,” When | became 3
Christian in 1989, it seemed 35 if my whole life turned upside dowh! | ho
longer felt content in my job, tried other avenues which all ended up o
be cul de sacs! Wheh | ame across the Family Trust ahd dot invited 1o
help at Chequer Tree Camp, my life turned 3 corner. | began to see the
biq picture, how God would use me and my experience of teaching. Not
tateach French and Spanish, but fo tell childrenabout Jesus! | have been
tolally committed to this ever since and will continue to teach and
encourage children and young people to find their own identity in
Christ. My desire is to help others excel in this vital ministry and be the
best communicators and children’s workers they can bel

Anmbelle’s involerment with FT started at the sarme time when she and
Richard starfed to run 3 Kingsquad at their children’s school. She was
working ih 3 humber of schools 33 learhing support for children with
dyslexia and doing some assemblies with the Trust, but felt God leading
her to serve Him in 3 more full time w3y After 3 lot olcprayer, she
applied fora joband was initially turned down! Comwvinced this was still
what God wanted, she continued to pray and ly it before the Lord.
Eighteen months liter in September 1995, she beqan working for the FTI
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Easter lessons continued with a
similar format to past years.
They were well received and

plenty of keen questions were
asked by the children.
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They had Ilots of activities to do such

as looking into the tomb and
making their own crosses.
They also had the chance to
look at the Last Supper and
taste things like the Charoset
which reminds us of the mud
the Israelites used to build
bricks with as slaves in Egypt.

We look forward to continuing
this partnership.
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Faith worked with Rev. Jackie
Cray from St Faith’s church to
put on ‘Walk through Easter’ for
60 year 4 children from
Brunswick House School.




